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PRESIDENT NOTES  

 

Summer must be near, brandings are 
completed, fence has been repaired, and the 
cattle out to pasture. 

Our 46
th
 Annual Nebraska Range Youth 

Camp, one of the premier range educational 
programs in the country, was held in June. 
We had 34 campers enrolled, 11 
professionals training the students 
throughout the week, and another 14 
professionals presented range related 
information throughout the week. I recently 
asked one or our members what are we 
going to do to celebrate 50 years of this 
Camp, she suggested we find some of the 

earliest participants and have a reunion. So if you are aware of some of the first Range Camp 
participants, let me know. It sounds like it would be a great way to reflect on how far our educational 
efforts have reached over the past almost-half century. Dana Larsen has also challenged me to contact a 
few past campers and determine how Range Camp has led to their current career; this challenge will lead 
to a presentation at this winter’s National Grazing land Conference. 

Our Council met on June 8 in Halsey. Our agenda included a proposal from Jamie Hornickel on 
Section Newsletter advertisers. Doug Whisenhunt will send an update on the Annual Meeting Plans for 
October 20–22 in Sidney; there also is a briefing in this newsletter. The By-laws are now available on our 
Section website, thanks to my Secretary retyping them and Dorrene uploading them to our web page.  
The 55-year history has also been printed and is available to members by emailing Leslie. 

Also in this newsletter is an article regarding changes in the Nebraska Grazing Lands Coalition 
Coordinator. Tamara Choat is relocating to another state with her husband in mid-July. I personally want 
to thank Tamara on behalf of the Nebraska Section for all of the tasks she completed or facilitated as the 
Coordinator. She was set to be one of our week-long Range Camp staff this year before her move came 
about. However, I am excited to report that a past Range Camp participant (Marcy Hunter) has recently 
been selected as the new Coordinator.  

I hope some of our Section members have time in the busy summer ahead to promote range 
management through tours, workshops, or one-on-one range assistance with landowners. Our next 
newsletter will be in August. 

~Mary Reece, President  
 
 

http://www.ianr.unl.edu/srm
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NEBRASKA SECTION GOALS 
 

The Nebraska Section–Society for Range Management has the following established goals: 

¶ to properly take care of the basic rangeland resources of soil, plants and water; 

¶ to develop an understanding of range ecosystems and principles applicable to the management of 

range resources; 

¶ to assist all who work with range resources to keep abreast of new findings and techniques in the 
science and art of range management; 

¶ to improve the effectiveness of range management, to obtain from range resources the products 
and values necessary for man's welfare; 

¶ to create a public appreciation of the economic and social benefits to be obtained from the range 
environment, and; 

¶ to promote professional development of its members. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

NE-SRM August Newsletter Deadline ………………………….………………….……..………August 1, 2009 
 

Nebraska Grazing Conference ……………….………..……….………………….….…..…August 11-12, 2009 
Kearney, NE 

North American Weed Management Conference ………………...…………..………September 21-24, 2009 
Kearney, NE 

Nebraska Section Annual Meeting ………………………………………………..……..…October 21-22, 2009 
Sidney, NE 

63rd Annual International Meeting ………………………………………….…….…….…..February 7-11, 2010 
Denver, CO 

 
 

 

http://www.grassland.unl.edu/grazeconf.htm
http://www.nawma.org/documents/2009%20Conference/2009%20Conference%20Index.htm
http://www.rangelands.org/denver2010/
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NEBRASKA SECTION CELEBRATES 55 YEARS, 1952-2008 
 

Order your copy of the history today! Copies are $7.00 each 
Order forms can be printed from the Nebraska SRM website at: 
http://www.ianr.unl.edu/srm/SRM_History_order_form_08.jpg 

 

This attractive bound report includes a summary of the people, places, and, activities associated with 
the Nebraska Section of the SRM over the past 55 years. Celebrate by ordering your own copy to learn 
interesting facts about your Section. 
 

 
 

2009 NEBRASKA SECTION MEETING UPDATE 
 

Hi Folks! A brief update for the upcoming Nebraska State SRM meeting and Banquet: 
The theme of the meeting will be “The importance of SRM engaging private landowners in our 

conservation efforts.” I thought that hosting speakers from several of these groups located across the 
State would be the best way to initiate this effort. As a featured speaker for expounding on the 
philosophies of the role of private landowners in the world of conservation, who better than Bob Budd? 

I have also invited speakers from landowner groups like the Sandhills Task Force, The Loess Canyons 
Rangeland Alliance, and the Nebraska Grazing Lands Coalition to participate. We hope to include a field 
trip depicting a successful partnership and have a few additional speakers as well. 

The dates for the meeting are the 21
st
 and 22

nd
 of October; the meeting will be held at the Sidney 

Holliday inn, temptingly close to Cabela’s. 
Hope to see you all in attendance! 

~Doug Whisenhunt, Vice President 
 

 
 

 

 
  

2009 RANGE JUDGING CONTEST SCHEDULE 
 

Those interested in range judging and how it enhances the understanding of rangeland resources can 
now mark their 2009 calendars. The following contests are open to youth as well as adults, with 
categories and awards based on age and level of experience.  

If you are not inclined to test your contest skills, then consider volunteering to help conduct at least one 
of the contests listed. A good reference for contest preparation is the “Range Judging Handbook and 
Contest Guide for Nebraska” (EC150). It is available through University of Neb. Cooperative Extension. 

http://www.ianr.unl.edu/srm/SRM_History_order_form_08.jpg
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AREA DATE COUNTY CONTACT PERSON TELEPHONE # 
  1  Sept. 15     Deuel Kristin Miller (308) 254-4507 ext 3 
  2    Sept. 22 Cherry Jody Soester (402) 376-1850 
  3 Sept. 23 Harlan Jo Siel (308) 928-2182 
  4 Sept. 10 Dawson Marcia Lee (308) 385-6282 
  5 Sept. 17 Butler Scott Willet (402) 367-0510 
  6 Sept. 24 Pawnee Jane Kuhl (402) 335-3325 
State Sept.  30 Keith Doug Anderson (308) 284-6051    
Old West Oct. 4 Glendive, MT Rebecca Wolenetz (406) 775-6355 

The State Contest will have a practice site available the day before the contest date shown. Contact 
the local representative for more information about a particular contest. Contact range judging committee 
chair, Bill Carhart, with other range judging questions or comments at (308) 535-8080.           ~Bill Carhart

 
 

MEMBERSHIP REPORT 
Welcome to our new members!  When you see them around, make them feel welcome. They are: Kassie 

Bales, Jane Darnell, Lori Jeffrey, Mike Kelly, Tom Kelly, Lance Schutte, and Teresa Zimmerman. These new 
memberships bring our section to a total of 102 members. 

The following memberships will expire sometime during the summer: Emily Allison, Shelly Arendt, Chuck 
Butterfield, Scott Cotton, Teri Edeal, Stephanie King, Casey Lancaster, Bob Masters, John Ortmann, Jack 
Payne, Robert Ravenscroft, Jessica Warner, and Brenda Younkin. Please remember that there is no longer a 
30-day grace period once your membership expires. Publications will not be sent once your membership is 
lapsed. You can renew your membership online through the SRM website. If you have a current email address, 
you should receive a reminder with a link in it directly to the membership page. 

The following members have allowed their memberships to expire: Bruce Anderson, Frank Bartlett, Brad 
Carlson, Steve Chick, Dave Hamilton, Pete Jensen, Justin Lemmer, John Maddux, Jessica Milby, Pat Speirs, 
Greg Webber, and Roger Yerdon. If the opportunity arises, please invite these members back to SRM. 

The Denver office has been working on upgrading the website over the last few months. I know there have 
been some problems with renewing your membership online and then not receiving publications and other 
membership services. The Denver office has been very willing to work through these problems. If you think you 
may have been affected, call the Denver office at 303-986-3309. Things seem to be working more smoothly 
now, and I can personally attest the new system being quick, easy, and painless. 

Thanks to each of you for your continued effort to spread the word about the values of being an SRM 
member!                                                                                                                          ~Kristin Miller 
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DO YOU KNOW WHAT HAPPENED IN THE NEBRASKA SECTION . . . 
 

Five Years Ago (2004) 
The Nebraska Section officers were: Scott Willet, President; Teri Edeal, Past President; Al Steuter, 

President Elect; Leslie Stewart-Phelps, Secretary/Treasurer; Sherry Connot, Newsletter Editor; Chuck 
Butterfield and Jerry Volesky were Council members. 

 

Ten Years Ago (1999) 
The Nebraska Section officers were: Terry Enfield, President; Bob Masters, President Elect; Daryl 

Cisney, Past President, Bob Spentall, Secretary/Treasurer; Sherry Connot, Newsletter Editor; Lora 
O’Rourke and Walt Schacht were Council members.                  

A wildfire swept through the Nebraska Sandhills in March burning approximately 71,500 acres.  The 
fire started north of Mullen and burned 30 miles to the east to north of Thedford. Good precipitation and 
careful management following the fire promoted rapid recovery of the burned acres. 
The American Forage and Grassland Council (AFGC) recognized James T. O’Rourke with the 

“Presidential Citation” for outstanding accomplishments in the development, production, utilization, and 
promotion of forages. 

 

Twenty Years Ago (1989) 
The Nebraska Section officers were: Sid Salzman, President; Jack Maddux, President Elect;  Susan 

Oldfather (Shuckert), Past President; Daryl Cisney, Secretary-Treasurer; Mary Raymer (Reece), 
Newsletter Editor; Catherine Mills and Milton King were Council members.  

The NE Section Summer tour was held June 17 at the Gudmundsen Sandhills Laboratory in 
conjunction with the University of Nebraska field day. The tour focused on range and meadow research 
being conducted by University researchers. 
Joe Faulkenburg, representing the Sugarloaf Grazing Association, received the “Excellence in Range 

Management“award. This award recognizes good land stewardship of the Nation’s National Forest 
System. The Sugarloaf Grazing Association leases land for grazing from the Ogallala National Grassland 
in Northwest Nebraska.   

Dr. James T Nichols received the outstanding Achievement Award by SRM at the 42
nd

 annual meeting 
in Billings, Montana. 

 

Thirty Years Ago (1979) 
The Nebraska Section Officers were: Paul Seevers, President; Leonard Thye, Past President; James 

T. Nichols, President Elect; James Stubbendieck, Secretary-Treasurer; Patrick Reece, Newsletter Editor; 
and Dave Hamilton and Jim Emal were council members. 

The Izaak Walton League published and article in their magazine; Outdoor America, that offered the 
hope that some resolution of their adversarial relationship with the Livestock Association. The two groups 
were continually at odds over the use of public lands for livestock grazing. 

An advanced Range judging Clinic was held at Halsey on July 27
th
 29

th
 where 22 students participated.  

Instructors fro the clinic were Jerry Buk, Herb Gerhard, Craig Anthony, Bill Weston, Jim Nichols, Steve 
Waller, and Pat Reece. The Clinic targeted range team leaders and youth with previous training at 
Nebraska Summer Range Camps. 

 
 

 

 
Nebraska Section SRM Members, 

 
Following interviews of the top three candidates on Monday, the [Nebraska Grazing Lands Coalition] 

board consensus was to offer the position of coordinator to Marcy Hunter, and she has accepted the 
position. 

Marcy is from a ranch family in the Sandhills, and currently lives in Lincoln. She has a degree in 
Journalism and Communications from UNL and a strong background in public relations, communications 
and marketing, and brings some tremendous ideas for growth of the organization. Attached is a Power 
Point she created to share during her interview.  

I personally am very excited to turn the reins over to such a qualified individual, and feel she will not 
only build on the work we have done in the last year, but bring new ideas and processes to the table. 
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Marcy will officially start work on June 16, 2009. The new contact information for NGLC will be: 
Nebraska Grazing Lands Coalition 
Marcy Hunter, Coordinator 
6109 Baldwin Ave. 
Lincoln NE 68507 
402-465-4304 
marcy@nebraskagrazinglands.org 

Please feel free to welcome Marcy to the NGLC board at her new email address [linked above}. 
I will be on board until June 30, and unofficially until July 22. During this time I will work with Marcy to 

ensure as smooth of transition as possible. We will also try and plan a "statewide" tour with her and the 
new Range Technicians and hopefully get to introduce her to as many of you as possible. 

Thanks! 
Tamara Choats 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

mailto:marcy@nebraskagrazinglands.org
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FIRST CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS 
 

63
rd

 Annual Meeting of the Society for Range Management 
50

th
 Annual Meeting of the Weed Science Society of American 

Denver Colorado – February 7-11, 2010 

 

Providing for the Future 
 
Here in Colorado, both Societies are working hard laying the groundwork for what is developing into a 

fun-filled and educational week in Denver. 
Volunteers are needed to assist with the running of the day-to-day events and programs. Most of the 

volunteer work will focus on assisting the moderators and accommodating the speakers. 
If you have a desire to help, please contact:   
Josh Saunders 
USDA – NRCS 
200 West Railroad Ave. 
Fort Morgan, CO  80701 
Work Phone:  970-867-8568 ext. 120 
Cell Phone:  970-554-1002 
Email:  josh.saunders@co.usda.gov 
 

 
 

YOUTH CORNER 
 

2009 National Range Judging Contest – This early May contest takes place in Oklahoma every year. 
Our contestants encounter some new plants not usually seen in Nebraska, but still compete well under 
the circumstances. This year Nebraska was represented by the Atkinson West Holt team consisting of 
Kent Frickel, Tad Judge, Nick Schrunk, and Shawn Fetherston, who together finished 17th out of 31 
teams nationally. Tops for his team was Kent Frickel's individual score of 676, which also placed him near 
the middle of pack nationally.  

 

 
 

An untitled poem for Range Camp 
By Cody Smola 

 
A cow is standin’ bawling, a lookin’ for her calf 
But he’s out there a munching 
Upon the sweet green grass. 
 
When you see the Sandhills 
You think of cows and sand, 
And cowboys wearing Stetsons 
And the smoking smell of brands. 
 
 

mailto:josh.saunders@co.usda.gov
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But behind the scenes beneath it all 
What the range reveals around 
Are the grass of these region 
And how few and far their found. 
 
There are many types of grass and forbs 
A growin’ upon the range. 
All of them are different 
And all have different names. 
 
We walk out with our notebooks 
A lookin’ on the ground. 
Judging all the plants you see 
When you’re checking cows. 
 
So next time you’re out making fence 
Take a good look at your land. 
And see if you need management 
And the kind of shape you’re in. 
 

 
 

 

 
 

A sure sign of summeré.roiling storm clouds. 
(Photo copyright ~DKBB~) 


