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PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE  

 

Over the past few days I have seen many signs of spring 
from the warm temperatures, the birth of new baby calves, and 
the return of the Sandhill cranes near our house. All of this 
helps energize me for a new year, and hopefully brings a few 
new ideas. 

Our Council met on Jan. 21, 2009, in Ogallala. Our agenda 
included updates from the various committees. We did discuss 
the Bylaws and of course the challenge is securing an 
electronic copy. We are posting the Bylaws on our website and 
will have another review to determine if changes are needed 
for balloting. The Range Family Camp trailer proceeds were 
divided among our Sectionôs educational activities (Range 

Camp, Range Judging, and Scholarship) and the University of Nebraska (UNL) and Chadron State 
College (CSC) range clubs. The Council discussed that problems with email and government system 
security are keeping the newsletter from reaching some members. Kristin Miller volunteered to contact 
Dorrene BrownButterfield, who maintains our website, to discuss an alternative way to ensure all 
members are aware when the newsletter is posted on the website. Kristin has named the effort the 
ñRange Flash,ò and it is useful as a quick way to get a message out to all members. If you need details 
contact Kristin. 

Nebraska was well represented at the recent 62
nd

 Annual International Meeting of the Society in 
Albuquerque, NM. You will see a number of articles throughout this newsletter on the various activities. 
Nebraska continues to showcase our students and our priority and efforts with range education. Tom 
Kelly, our High School Youth Forum student, placed first with his Birdwood Creek Restoration 
presentation. UNL placed in the top five of the Plant ID Team Competition. Jess Milby, of UNL, was also 
recognized in the top five for the combined award. UNL had a student win the Public Speaking Contest. 
CSC won the prestigious Range Cup competition and will be engraving their name on the traveling 
trophy. CSC had two students elected to the college student conclave - Shelley Miller (President) and 
Jamie Hornickel (Reporter). I may have left a few of the recognitions out; if so, I apologize. We had 38 
people participate in our Tuesday Section dinner. I want to thank Leslie Stewart Phelps for helping 
organize the dinner and for attending Advisory Council meetings. Michael Croxen and Curtis Talbot also 
participated in the Advisory Council. Thanks to Shelly Arendt, Jeff Nichols, and the many others who 
helped support Tom Kelly. I canôt thank our members enough, but want to wrap up my thoughts on 
Albuquerque by sharing that Mike Kelly, father of Tom, attended this meeting for the first time and has 
shared numerous times since how impressed he was with SRMôs priority, involvement, and recognition of 
students. 

Dana Larsen says it is time for additional recognition of members through the submission of awards 
for 2010 in Denver.  Dana is leading the effort; if you need more information please contact her. The 
deadline is in early April. 

http://www.ianr.unl.edu/srm
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Great news! Kristin Miller, Daryl Cisney, and Bob Broweleit with Sandhills RC&D submitted a 
proposal to the Virginia Smith Charitable Trust for financial assistance with the 2009 Range Youth Camp, 
and Kristin received word from one of the Trustees on February 25 that the Trust had awarded Nebraska 
Section SRM and Sandhills RC&D $1000 for the 2009 Camp. Cyndi Tusler and Daryl already organizing 
the 2009 Camp. 

Doug Whisenhunt reports that that he is working on the 2009 Nebraska Section meeting. He says the 
location will be Sidney probably the third week of October. The theme he is considering is "Pards"- 
Grassroots NGO's like STF, LCRA, NGLC, Eastern NE Group. Bob Budd has agreed to be the keynote 
speaker.  Contact Doug for a definition of ñPardsò. 

Recently Nick Simonson and I discussed the various scholarships that may be available to students 
interested in pursuing a degree in a range-related field. I am aware of the Martin Viersen Scholarship 
(former North Platte rancher who held many SRM and range tours on the family ranch over the years) 
that the Nebraska Cattlemen association has asked for assistance in promoting; however, the deadline 
for this year was March 1. In the future Nick, on behalf of the Section Scholarship committee, may com-
pile a list of scholarships in addition to the SRM Scholarship and have this as a feature in the newsletter. 

I hope all Section members enjoy the beginnings of spring and have success in their promotion of 
wise management of the range resource. 

~Mary Reece, President  

 

NEBRASKA SECTION GOALS 
 

The Nebraska SectionïSociety for Range Management has the following established goals: 

¶ to properly take care of the basic rangeland resources of soil, plants and water; 

¶ to develop an understanding of range ecosystems and principles applicable to the management of 
range resources; 

¶ to assist all who work with range resources to keep abreast of new findings and techniques in the 
science and art of range management; 

¶ to improve the effectiveness of range management, to obtain from range resources the products 
and values necessary for man's welfare; 

¶ to create a public appreciation of the economic and social benefits to be obtained from the range 
environment, and; 

¶ to promote professional development of its members. 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
Range Youth Campéééééééééééééééé.éééé.ééééééééééJune 8-12, 2009 

Halsey, NE 
Nebraska Section Annual Meeting ééééééééééééé..éthird week of October 2009 (tentative) 

Sidney, NE 
63rd Annual International Meeting éééééééééééééééé.éééé.é..February 7-11, 2010 

Denver, CO

 
 

NEBRASKA SECTION CELEBRATES 55 YEARS, 1952-2008 
 

Order your copy of the history today! Copies are $7.00 each 
Order forms can be printed from the Nebraska SRM website at: 
http://www.ianr.unl.edu/srm/SRM_History_order_form_08.jpg 

 

This attractive bound report includes a summary of the people, places, and, activities associated with 
the Nebraska Section of the SRM over the past 55 years. Celebrate by ordering your own copy to learn 
interesting facts about your Section. 
 

 
 

2009 RANGE JUDGING CONTEST SCHEDULE 
 

Those interested in range judging and how it enhances the understanding of rangeland resources can 
now mark their 2009 calendars. The following contests are open to youth as well as adults, with 
categories and awards based on age and level of experience.  

If you are not inclined to test your contest skills, then consider volunteering to help conduct at least 
one of the contests listed. A good reference for contest preparation is the ñRange Judging Handbook and 
Contest Guide for Nebraskaò (EC150). It is available through University of Neb. Cooperative Extension. 

AREA DATE COUNTY CONTACT PERSON TELEPHONE # 
  1  Sept. 15     Deuel Kristin Miller (308) 254-4507 ext 3 
  2    Sept. 22 Cherry Jody Soester (402) 376-1850 
  3 Sept. 23 Harlan Jo Siel (308) 928-2182 
  4 Sept. 10 Dawson Marcia Lee (308) 385-6282 
  5 Sept. 17 Butler Scott Willet (402) 367-0510 
  6 Sept. 24 Pawnee Jane Kuhl (402) 335-3325 
State Sept.  30 Keith Doug Anderson (308) 284-6051    
Old West Oct. 4 Glendive, MT Rebecca Wolenetz (406) 775-6355 

 

The State Contest will have a practice site available the day before the contest date shown. Contact 
the local representative for more information about a particular contest. Contact range judging committee 
chair, Bill Carhart, with other range judging questions or comments at (308) 535-8080. 

~Bill Carhart
 

 

2009 NEBRASKA YOUTH RANGE CAMP 
 

The 46th Annual Nebraska Range Youth Camp is scheduled for June 8ï12, 2009, at the Nebraska 
State 4-H Camp, located in the Nebraska National Forest near Halsey. The Camp is intended to be a 
blend of educational and recreational activities, with the primary emphasis being on Range, Livestock, 
and Ranch Management in the Nebraska Sandhills. Each camper will receive a notebook of reference 
materials as well as classroom and field experience. The camp is open to all interested young men and 
women between the ages of 14 and 18 with an interest in Nebraskaôs most extensive natural resource, 
rangelands. 

Mary Reece of North Platte, a former co-director of the camp, said, ñThe Nebraska Range Youth 
Camp is one of the oldest and best inter-agency youth range management training programs in the Great 
Plains.ò She added, ñProfessionals from range-related agencies and organizations volunteer their time as 
instructors and counselors.ò 

The camp program has evolved over the years into a combination of classroom, field, and 
recreational experiences that educate and entertain both the youth that have very little experience with 
range education and those that have participated in range education while maintaining a high level of 
recreational activities to keep the young people alert and interested in the program. University of 

http://www.ianr.unl.edu/srm/RangeCamp.htm
http://www.rangelands.org/denver2010/
http://www.ianr.unl.edu/srm/SRM_History_order_form_08.jpg
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Nebraska Extension Specialists and volunteers from other agencies provide classroom presentations.  
The recreational activities include canoeing the Middle Loup River, swimming, various relays, and group 
and individual contests. Awards are provided to the top 10 first-year campers and to the top returning 
camper. The top 15 campers overall are eligible to compete for two or three paid sponsorships, made 
available by the Nebraska Section Society for Range Management, to attend the International Society for 
Range Management meeting in February and participate as Nebraskaôs delegates to the SRM Youth 
Forum activities held in conjunction with that meeting. 

The cost of the week-long camp is $275, which includes room, meals, and materials for the week.  
Additional information about the camp is available from local Extension, Natural Resource Districts, 
Natural Resource Conservation Service offices; high school Ag-Ed instructors; or the camp co-directors 
listed below. Information is also available on the Nebraska Section SRM website. 

The Nebraska Range Youth Camp is one of the activities of the Nebraska Section-Society for Range 
Management. For additional information about the camp, contact one of the co-directors for this yearôs 
camp: Cynthia Tusler, PO Box 373, Hay Springs, NE 69347, (308) 327-2312; or Daryl Cisney, PO Box 
266, Ogallala, NE 69153-0266, (308) 284-8058. 

 
 

HELP PROMOTE RANGE CAMP 
 

 As a past range camper I know of the importance and value of this camp to Nebraska youth. My goal 
for 2009 is to gather photos and quotes from campers and design a promotional DVD about Range 
Camp. I am hoping that this will increase the awareness and hopefully attendance of this program. I 
cannot do this alone. If you have photos that you took during any part of this camp or quotes that you 
would like to share please send them to me at jamies.photography@yahoo.com. I cannot have too many 
pictures! Your help would greatly be appreciated.  

~Jamie Hornickel, Newsletter Editor 

 
FAMILY RANGE CAMP 

 
The Family Range Camp trailer and all its contents were sold during the Crazy Auction at the October 

2008 Nebraska Section Meeting of the Society for Range Management. Bidding was good, and the 
contents were largely dispersed among members of the Nebraska and South Dakota Sections.  Proceeds 
from the sale exceeded $2000. The funds will be divided between the Nebraska Range Youth Camp and 
the scholarship fund as well as donations to the CSC and UNL range clubs. 

 
 

 

http://www.ianr.unl.edu/srm/RangeCamp.htm
mailto:jamies.photography@yahoo.com
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SRM AWARDS 
 

Candidates are being sought for various awards designed to recognize members and nonmembers 
who have made outstanding contributions to the science and art of rangeland resource management. 
Individuals or groups that make significant contributions to the art and science of range management can 
be recognized through either the parent Society for Range Management or the Nebraska Section Awards 
committee.  

 

Parent Society Honor Awards: 
1. Frederic G. Renner Award  
2. W.R. Chapline Land Stewardship Award  
3. W.R. Chapline Research Award  
4. Sustained Lifetime Achievement Award  
5. Fellow of the Society for Range Management Award  
6. Outstanding Achievement Award  
7. Outstanding Young Range Professional Award  
8. *Distinguished Service Award  
9. *President's Club Award  
10. *Trail Boss Club Award 

*Awards conferred only at the discretion of the SRM President and Board of Directors. 
Frederick G. Renner Award: For sustained outstanding accomplishment or continuing contribution to 

any aspect of range science and range management by an active and contributing member of the Society 
for Range Management based upon an evaluation of their lifetime's work to the Society.  

WR Chapline Award: This award recognizes exceptional landowners, land managers, administrators 
and counselors in the field of range management and supporting disciplines. People in private and public 
occupations, at local, state and federal levels, are eligible for this award.  

Outstanding Achievement: Qualifying contributions in management practices, research, administra-
tion, teaching, writing, legislation, foreign affairs, business activities, or public relations. Among those to 
be considered are ranchers and administrators in land managing agencies who have conducted superior 
rangeland management practices; scientists who have developed and conducted research leading to the 
solution of major problems in range and related resource management; university professors who have 
been especially effective in training range management students; specialists who have motivated 
ranchers and others on a wide scale to adapt superior resource management practices; and persons who 
have shown outstanding perception and legislative ability in contributing significantly to resource 
management at a state, national, or international level. 

Excellence in Range Management: Outstanding examples of management which result in long-term 
health of the range resource while providing efficient production of livestock, wood products, water, 
supporting wildlife, esthetic values, and other non-commodity values. This is a poster competition. 

Outstanding Young Professional: An individual member who has demonstrated extraordinary 
potential and promise as a range management professional. This award is presented as an encourage-
ment for outstanding performance by young men and women entering the profession of range 
management. 

Please take some time to consider the ranchers, groups or individuals you know to be worthy of our 
Sectionôs recognition. Send a letter of nomination and if possible, additional letters of support. Visit the 
Awards page at http://www.rangelands.org/awards/awards_handbook1.shtml.  

 

Nebraska Section Awards: 
Two awards are offered each year by the Nebraska Section of the Society for Range Management as 

well as special awards as appropriate. These awards are the ñRangemanôs Awardò and the ñRange 
Management Service Award.ò Nominations for special awards, such as the ñSpecial Award of Merit,ò are 
also considered on a case-by-case basis. A description of these awards and the awards committeeôs role 
is contained in the Nebraska Section Administrative Handbook.  

The deadline for nominations for parent SRM Honor Awards for the 2010 meeting in Denver, 
Colorado, is April 30, 2009.  Nomination packages are due at the Denver office by this date. 

The deadline for 2009 Nebraska Section award nominations is Sept. 1, 2009. Mail submissions 
to Dana Larsen, 87328 823

rd
 Road, Ord, NE 68862 or via e-mail to dana.larsen@ne.usda.gov.  

~Dana Larsen, Past President  

 

http://www.rangelands.org/awards/awards_handbook1.shtml
mailto:dana.larsen@ne.usda.gov
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SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE 
 

With spring fever running rampant and the sporadic spring-like weather, everyone is making plans for 
their spring and summer projects. I almost didnôt get this article completed because I was working on one 
of my summer projects already ï improving my golf game. I expect this newsletter will come out after 
many of you start calving and spring break is only a memory, but it is still February as I write this and 
there are not too many calves on the ground when I drive around the country. Spring break is only a week 
or two away on most college campuses, so I doubt there are many students planning on filling out 
scholarship applications at South Padre. Although the Nebraska Section Scholarship is not due for quite 
some time, there are many applications that are due in the spring. I am currently compiling a list of 
scholarships that are available to our student members in range management related majors. I hope to 
have a list of scholarships available in the summer newsletter to keep students informed of these 
opportunities. Please feel free to send me any opportunities that you think would be relevant to our 
student members. Please include the name of the scholarship, the sponsor or contributor, the amount, 
the duration (single year or multiple years), and the due date. If you have any other relevant information 
such as a link to the application, please include that as well. 

I also want to share with the society that two of our recent scholarship winners have accepted range-
related positions with resource agencies in Nebraska. While I am not at liberty to give out more details, 
this should be quite encouraging for prospective applicants. One hiring manager stated, ñI noted the 
applicant had received the Society for Range Management Scholarship and felt this demonstrated the 
applicantôs commitment and dedication to the field of Rangeland Management.ò This just goes to show 
that not only are scholarships a financial benefit, they can have other benefits as well. It shows that you 
are willing to give an extra effort as well as the fact that you stand out amongst your peers. As a manager, 
I can say that job applicants whose resumes have activities such as community involvement and 
volunteering as well as those who have received scholarships, more often than not, end up at the top of 
the list. In todayôs extremely competitive job market, the little things that may have not been as important 
before, may well be the deciding factors for a hiring manager. 

~Nick Simonson, Chair, Scholarship Committee 

 



Volume 58, No. 1 March 2009 

ï 7ï 

 

 
 

DO YOU KNOW WHAT HAPPENED IN THE NEBRASKA SECTION . . . 
 

Five Years Ago (2004) 
The Nebraska Section officers were: Scott Willet, President; Teri Edeal, Past President; Al Steuter, 

President Elect; Leslie Stewart-Phelps, Secretary/Treasurer; Sherry Connot, Newsletter Editor; Chuck 
Butterfield and Jerry Volesky were Council members. 

The 57
th
 Annual International meeting of SRM was held in Salt Lake City, UT, January 24-29. Shelly 

Taylor of Burwell and Nick Horn of Burwell participated in the High School Youth forum. Shelly Taylorôs 
presentation titled ñGrasshoppers in the Sandhillsò won first place.   

Membership of the Nebraska Section was 146 members. 
  

Ten Years Ago (1999)  
The Nebraska Section officers were: Terry Enfield, President; Bob Masters, President Elect; Daryl 

Cisney, Past President, Bob Spentall, Secretary/Treasurer; Sherry Connot, Newsletter Editor; Lora 
OôRourke and Walt Schacht were Council members.                  

The International Meeting for SRM was held at Omaha. The meeting was held jointly with the 
American Forage and Grassland Council (AFGC). It was the culmination of several years of planning and 
organizing by Nebraska SRM members and others. The meeting was deemed an outstanding success. 
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Walt Fick Sr. was honored at the meetings with the W.R. Chaplin Land Stewardship Award. Kimberli 
Stine was awarded the NRCS Range Management Specialist of the Year Award. Ingrid Jordan of Omaha 
placed second out of 76 contestants in the plant I.D. Contest. Jen Fleer of Hoskins placed third out of 24 
contestants in the Undergraduate Public Speaking Contest. 

 

Twenty Years Ago (1989) 
The Nebraska Section officers were: Sid Salzman, President; Jack Maddux, President Elect;  Susan 

Oldfather (Shuckert), Past President; Daryl Cisney, Secretary-Treasurer; Mary Raymer (Reece), 
Newsletter Editor; Catherine Mills and Milton King were Council members.  

The International Meeting was held in Billings, MT. Over 1500 people were registered. There were 40 
people at the Nebraska Section dinner. The bid to host the 1991 summer meetings and tour at North 
Platte was awarded at the meeting in Billings. 

 

Thirty Years Ago (1979) 
The Nebraska Section Officers were: Paul Seevers, President; Leonard Thye, Past President; James 

T. Nichols, President Elect; James Stubbendieck, Secretary-Treasurer; Patrick Reece, Newsletter Editor; 
and Dave Hamilton and Jim Emal were council members. 

The International SRM Meetings were held in Casper, WY. Six graduate students, five high school 
students, and many other professionals and landowners attended the meetings from Nebraska. Jack 
Maddux of Wauneta presented a program on ñCowboy Planning and Management.ò 

Regular membership dues were $28 per year, which included the Journal of Range Management and 
Rangelands.  Steve Waller was the membership chairman. 

~Jeff Nichol, Historian 

 
 

KELLY WINS HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH FORUM CONTEST IN ALBUQUERQUE 
 

Tom Kelly of Sutherland, NE, represented the Nebraska Section Society for Range Management 
(SRM) February 7ï12, 2009, at the International SRM Annual Meeting in Albuquerque, NM. It was the 
62

nd
 Annual Meeting of the SRM; this yearôs theme was ñMerging Trails: Culture, Science, and 

Innovation.ò 
Tom participated in the SRMôs High School Youth Forum (HSYF). He participated in the HSYF 

presentation contest on Tuesday; his presentation, entitled ñRestoring Birdwood: The Birdwood Creek 
Restoration Project,ò was selected first in the contest which included 22 high school students from across 
the Western United States and Canada.   

The Birdwood Creek flows through the Kelly Ranch in McPherson County. Tom and his family have 
completed a restoration of several meanders along the straightened lengths of this stream, this has 
reduced stream down cutting and restored the adjacent meadow or land to more of itsô historic state. Tom 
was able to share the rich history of the Birdwood Creek, the restoration of the meanders, and the many 
benefits the restoration has had to their land and their grazing system in his presentation to the Society 
members. 

During the SRM meeting, Tom participated in tour of the Salinas Pueblo Missions (a National 
Monument); hiked through the Sevilleta National Wildlife Refuge, which is located in the Chihuahuan 
desert near Socorro, NM; and visited the Bernardo Waterfowl Management Area where Sandhill Cranes 
were wintering. Tom also participated in a Professional Interaction dinner, where he had an opportunity to 
discuss careers in range-related fields with different professionals. The forum included a riparian 
management workshop as well, where students learned to identify healthy functioning riparian areas. 

The SRM High School Youth Forum started in 1966 when the parent Society recognized the need to 
involve youth with range-related activities at the annual meeting. As a result, each year since 1966 the 
Society for Range Management has sponsored a forum at the high school level to provide an opportunity 
for deserving high school students to learn about rangeland and other related resources. Goals of the 
HSYF include the following: 

1. Provide insight for these students concerning the function and workings of the Society for 
Range Management; 

2. Provide opportunities to meet Society members from around the world; 

3. Provide a format that encourages thinking and enhancement of communicative skills; 
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4. Provide an opportunity to learn about range management, college and future careers 
through interaction with society professionals; 

5. Provide an opportunity to learn about the ecology and natural resources of the Annual 
Meeting site; and 

6. Provide an atmosphere that fosters camaraderie, friendship and lasting relationships. 

Tom will return to the 2010 SRM meeting in Denver, CO, and give his Birdwood Restoration 
presentation to the entire Society at the Awards Session, an honor that is bestowed upon the first place 
high school student winner. Tom is the son of Mike and Cynthia Kelly. Currently Tom is a high school 
senior with plans to attend the University of Nebraska at Lincoln this fall.  

For additional information on the Society for Range Management refer to the following websites: 
www.rangelands.org; and/or www.ianr.unl.edu/srm/index.html 

 

   
 

Tom Kelly, Sutherland Nebraska, 1
st
 Place High School Youth Forum 

Presentation Winner in Albuquerque, NM, February 2009 
 
 

THANK YOU 
 

To the Nebraska Section of the Society for Range Management, 
I would like to thank you for opportunity to participate in the 2009 Youth Forum. I also would like 

to thank everyone who made it possible for my trip to be sponsored to Albuquerque, New Mexico. As 
this was my first trip to New Mexico, I especially enjoyed the Youth Forum tour of Salinas Pueblo 
Missions, Sevilleta National Wildlife Refuge, and the Bernardo Waterfowl Management Area. I 
enjoyed having the opportunity in seeing firsthand the diversity of rangeland and range management 
practices in New Mexico. There were also people and contestants from many different states and 
organizations present in Albuquerque this year and I was able to make an abundance of new 
acquaintances that will not be forgotten. I also greatly enjoyed sitting in on several guest speakers, 
and enjoyed meeting Don Kirby. I look forward to using the knowledge and experience that I obtained 
from this experience in my agricultural and range related future. Although many people have helped 
me along the way, I would like to give a special thanks to Jeff Nichols, Shelly Arendt, Mary Reece, 
and Gene Mack.  Without their input and help my success would not have been possible. 

Again, thank you, and I look forward to Denver in 2010, 
Tom Kelly 

 

 

http://www.rangelands.org/
http://www.ianr.unl.edu/srm/index.html
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CSC STUDENTS TRAVEL TO NEW MEXICO 

 
 
Eleven students from Chadron State College traveled to Albuquerque, NM, for the International 

Society for Range Management meetings February 7-12, to compete in the Rangeland Cup, Range Plant 
I.D., Extemporaneous Speaking, and URME contests. Those competing in the Rangeland Cup 
competition where: Amy Tullis of Torrington, WY; Kristy Kemp of Maywood; Dan Ruterbories of Ord; Andy 
Houser of Stockville; Kassie Bales of Cody, WY; Ericka Backes of Bushnell, and Jamie Hornickel of Ord. 
The team of Bales, Backes, and Hornickel won 1

st
 place in the Rangeland Cup competition after taking 

first in November at the Wyoming SRM Section meeting. This is the first time ever that both cups have 
resided at the same school. Three students from CSC competed in the Plant I.D. competition: Peyton 
Bahe of Gothenberg, Kassie Bales, and Austin Horn of Sidney. Shelley Miller of Scottsbluff competed in 
and received 2

nd
 place in the Extemporaneous Speaking contest. Students competing in the Underg-

raduate Range Management Exam were: Shelley Miller, Alysia Towey of Sargent, Austin Horn, Amy 
Tullis, Kristy Kemp, Dan Ruterbories, Peyton Bahe, Andy Houser, Kassie Bales, Ericka Backes, and 
Jamie Hornickel. Jamie Hornickel and Shelley Miller both were elected to The International Student 
Conclave as officers. Hornickel will be serving as the 2009-2010 Reporter and Miller will be serving as the 
2009-2010 President. Both are looking forward to attending the 2009 meeting in Denver, CO. While in 
Albuquerque, CSC students took time to walk around Old Town. They also had the chance to visit many 
different restaurants in the area. All CSC students attended the Nebraska Section dinner and enjoyed 
talking with the many adults that were present.  

~Jamie Hornickel, CSC Ag Club 
 

 
 

UNL RANGE MANAGEMENT CLUB IN ALBUQUERQUE 
  

Six members of the UNL Range Management Club actively participated in the student contests, 
sessions, and meetings at the Annual Meeting of the Society for Range Management at Albuquerque, 
New Mexico. Club members attending were Jess Milby of Fullerton, Lars Anderson of Chappell, Lacy 
Hoksbergen of Angora, Dan Frank of Bassett, Jessie Winter of Hastings, and Laura Snell of Ames, Iowa. 
All members of the club participated in the Undergraduate Range Management Exam (URME) which 
included teams from 23 universities and 171 students. The URME is a written exam covering all aspects 
of range management including rangeland ecology, range improvements, range regions, multiple use, 
inventory, and grazing management. The UNL team placed 7

th
 and Anderson finished in 6

th
 place out of 

the 171 students. The URME team coach and Range Club advisor is Walter Schacht, Professor in the 
Department of Agronomy and Horticulture, Institute of Agriculture and Natural Resources (IANR). 



Volume 58, No. 1 March 2009 

ï 11ï 

Milby, Anderson, Frank, Hoksbergen, and Winter also participated in the Range Plant Identification 
Contest and finished in 5

th
 place out of 18 teams. Milby did well and finished 13

th
 out of 86 students. Milby 

also was the coach of the Plant Identification team and placed 5
th
 overall in the combined URME and 

Range Plant Identification Contest. She finished 4
th
 overall in the combined exam and contest in 2007. 

Snell competed in the Undergraduate Public Speaking Contest where she spoke on range plant 
physiology and finished in 1

st
 place. Milby presented on ñEffect of Topographic Position on Botanical 

Composition of Sandhills Vegetationò in the Undergraduate Student Papers Session. All students 
attended the Tapping the Top Mixer and several of the technical sessions and symposia at the meeting. 
The students also had a booth which featured their display on ñMerging Trailsò where they sold books and 
other items. A highlight of meeting for the Club was a ñnight-on-the-townò with Laura Snellôs uncle (a.k.a., 
Uncle Clancy), Mary Reece, Tom Kelly, Kelly Brink, Jon Soper, Mitch Stephenson, and Shelly Arndt 
(pictured below). 

 
 

Students from UNL are encouraged to participate and excel in all student contests and events, and to 
become involved in the professional society and enhance their professional development. The students 
were active and successful this year and once again were excellent representatives of UNL and the 
Nebraska Section. The students attended the Nebraska Section Dinner Tuesday night at Albuquerque. 
They greatly appreciate the support and guidance provided by members of the Nebraska Section 
throughout the year.    

 
 

NOTES FROM THE 2009 ADVISORY COUNCIL MEETING IN ALBUQUERQUE 
 

The item, from the Advisory Council (AC), that would most likely be of interest to the Nebraska 
Section was the discussion of the location for the 2013 Annual Meeting. There is interest within SRM to 
hold another joint annual meeting with the American Forage and Grassland Council (AFGC). Omaha was 
discussed as a possible location. The AC decided to recommend Omaha (during traditional dates) as the 
third choice for the meeting. St. Louis (at the traditional date, as well as a negotiated date between SRM 
& AFGC) was recommended to the Board of Directors (BOD) as the first and second choices.  

Other topics of discussion included: 

¶ A revisit of last yearôs AC resolution concerning the health risks associated with the 
interaction between domestic livestock and wildlife grazing. The resolution was forwarded to the 
Wildlife Habitat Committee for additional ñwordsmithing.ò 

¶ The need for SRM Annual Meeting technical presentations to be peer reviewed. There 
was discussion concerning the frustration of going to hear a scheduled presentation, only to hear 
about proposed methods and research goals when the abstract implied that research results 
would be discussed. 


