
Butterfield and the many other 

educators that have the impor-

tant role of teaching and educat-

ing students or the future range 

managers.  I hope that both the 

University of Nebraska and 

Chadron State College continue 

to get students involved in SRM, 

it can be very rewarding and 

may lead to scholarships, net-

working, and future employ-

ment. 

 Countless members will be 

involved in conducting the vari-

ous District and State Range 

Contests over the next month – 

what a wonderful way to con-

tinue to carry out range educa-

tion to the future generation.  

These contests involve over 

1000 youth each year. 

 Dana Larsen, NRCS State 

Range Specialist has taken a 

position with NRCS in Ogden 

Utah as an Area Resource Con-

servationist with NRCS.  I want 

to thank Dana on behalf of the 

Nebraska Section for her service 

to the Section over the past sev-

eral years.  It is great for her to 

move closer to family and we 

look forward to seeing her at the 

various SRM meetings. 

 Thanks again for all that each 

of you do as members of the 

Society for Range Management.  

My task as President over the 

last year has been easy because 

of the countless volunteers and 

their efforts in this Section.  I 

look forward to seeing you in 

Sidney and am hopeful that 

many of you will put SRM 2010 

in Denver on your calendars as 

well. 

 I could not pass up the 

opportunity to share a pic-

ture of my favorite range 

plant.  Indiangrass has long 

been a favorite of mine be-

cause of the golden seed 

head, when I see it waving 

in the wind in August to me 

it signifies the end of the 

growing season is near.  I 

also am excited when I find 

Indiangrass in pastures be-

cause it translates to good 

management.   Thanks 

Dave Cook for sharing the 

photo above. 

 I know each of our mem-

bers probably has a favorite 

plant or two.  Daryl Cisney 

shares that Little bluestem is 

his favorite because its well 

rounded nature is similar to 

him.  Kristin Miller has 

always favored Sideoats 

grama because of its unique, 

one of a kind seed head.  

Teri Edeal shares that the 

good producing, highly 

palatable, and beautiful Big 

bluestem is her favorite. 

 Member’s diversity in 

favorite range plants signi-

fies the importance of diver-

sity in Nebraska rangelands 

and in our membership.  I 

appreciate that our members 

have many overwhelming 

tasks facing them at work or 

college, however these 

members continue to put a 

priority on promoting sound 

management of the grazing 

lands in this state. 

 I want to take this oppor-

tunity to thank all of you for 

volunteering your time to 

make this Section diverse 

and strong.  Numerous 

members volunteered their 

skills to provide another 

outstanding Nebraska 

Range Youth Camp June 8 

– 12th, our 46th Camp in 

fact (refer to the Range 

Camp article later in the 

newsletter).  Shelly Arendt 

will join Cindy Tusler and 

Daryl in a Co-Director role for 

future Range Camps.  I am ex-

cited to have a past Camper and 

Section Member step forward to 

volunteer for this rewarding 

task. 

 Several members through 

their employment have con-

ducted tours and workshops 

throughout the summer that 

continue to promote range man-

agement.  Jeff Nichols along 

with a local landowner, Bill 

Carhart, Shelly, and Justin Lem-

mer presented information in 

July to discuss grazing systems, 

plant identification, facilitating 

practices and brush management 

– 65 producers participated in 

the evening tour in Lincoln 

County.  Jerry Volesky set up 

our Section display at the recent 

Grazing Conference in Kearney. 

 The Nebraska Grazing Lands 

Coalition had a successful bus 

tour with South Dakota and has 

been rolling out their monitoring 

program state wide.  We look 

forward to working with Marcy 

Hunter, Coordinator for the 

Coalition and getting her more 

involved with the Nebraska 

Section. 

 Doug Whisenhunt along with 

help from Leslie Stewart Phelps 

and Kristin Miller has planned a 

great Annual Meeting program 

and Tour in Sidney in October. I 

hope to see most of you there.  

The High School Youth Forum 

presentations will be done sepa-

rately this year because of the 

meeting conflicting with the 

National FFA Convention.  We 

have already had volunteer 

judges call for this task, thanks 

in advance. 

 Jamie Hornickel, newsletter 

editor will be making some 

changes to the layout of the 

newsletter – I look forward to 

Jamie using her talents to further 

improve one of our methods of 

communication. 

 With the start of a new school 

year I want to express my appre-

ciation to Walt Schacht, Chuck 

Presidents Message  
~Mary Reece 
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The Value of Grassroots Conserva-

tion Partnerships: ñPardsò 

 

ALL TIMES ARE MDT 

Tuesday, October 20 

10:30 ï 4:30    
NRCS Rang Forum  

4:30 ï 6:00 

Nebraska Council meeting an 

meal at Our Place Restaurant 

6:00 ï 7:00  
Early Registration  

7:00 ï 8:00  
Meet Your NGLC (tent 

Wednesday, October 21  

8:00 ï 9:30  
SRM Section business meeting 

9:30-10:00  
UNL Graduate Papers   

9:30 ï 10:30  
Registration 

10:30 ï 10:45  
Welcome and Introduction – Doug 

Whisenhunt, State Senator   

Tom Hansen 

10:45 ï 12:00   

"The Closer to Home, the Better the 

Result‖ – Bob Budd, Wyoming Wild-

life and Natural Resource Trust  

12:00 ï 1:30  
Lunch – Catered buffet style  

Luncheon Presentation,  

Pete Berthelson 

1:30 ï 2:00  

"Nebraska's Riparian Management 

Partnerships‖ – Kent Aden, Central 

Nebraska Public Power District 

2:00 ï 2:30  
Paul Beaver – High Plains 

Weed Management  Assoc. 

2:30 ï 3:00  
Scott Stout, Loess Canyon 

Rangeland Alliance 

3:00 ï 3:30  
Break – Sponsored by NGLC 

3:30 ï 4:00 

―Partnership Observations‖ 

Jim Van Winkle, Sandhills 

Task Force 

4:00 ï 4:30  
Emily Munter – Nebrask 

Game and Parks  

Commission 

4:30 ï 5:00  
―Monitoring Program‖ 

Marcy Hunter and Kort 

Kemp, Nebraska Grazing 

Lands Coalition 

5:30 ï 7:00   
No-host SRM Social and 

Crazy Auction  

7:00 ï 9:00  
Banquet – Reflections by 

State Senator Ken Schilz 

Thursday, October 22  

SRM Tour Agenda 

8:00 ï 12:00 

8:00  
Load vehicles/bus and leave 

the Holiday Inn 

Stop 1 ï 8:30 ï 9:30 

RGM Inc. – Randy and Beau 

Mathewson. This is one of 

the first NGLC monitoring 

sites.  We will discuss the 

NGLC monitoring program 

and look at the monitoring 

system that was actually set 

up.  Randy and Beau will 

discuss the grazing manage-

ment they have done on this 

place, and Beau and Kort 

Kemp, NGLC, will be discuss-

ing the benefits to rangeland 

monitoring. 

Stop 2 ï 10:00 ï 11:30 

Bill Pile Ranch – Bill Pile has 

worked with NRCS, Nebraska 

Game and Parks, and the Wild-

life Conservation Society to 

implement both grazing im-

provements and elk, deer, and 

turkey habitat improvements. 

This partnership has been 

working on these projects since 

2006 to help implement the NE 

Natural Legacy Project goals in 

the Southern Wildcat Hills.  

Bill, Emily Munter (NEGP), 

Brad McKinney (Pheasants 

Forever), and Kristin Miller 

(NRCS) will discuss the entire 

project and future plans for 

additional improvements. 

11:30 – Load vehicles/bus and 

travel back to Sidney 

 

Water, pop, and cookies will be 

available courtesy of the South 

Platte NRD. 

 

 

For More Information 

and Registration forms 

visit  

our website at 

www.ianr.unl.edu/srm 

Annual Meeting of  the Nebraska SRM  
October 20, 21, and 22, 2009 

Holiday Inn, Sidney, NE 

NEBRASKA 

SECTION 

CELEBRATES 

55 YEARS  

1952-2008 
 

Order your copy of the 

history today!  

Copies are $7.00 each 

Order forms can be 

printed from the NE 

SRM website at: 

www.ianr.unl.edu/srm/ 

T hi s  a t t rac t ive 

bound report includes 

a summary of the peo-

ple, places, and, activi-

ties associated with the 

Nebraska Section of 

the SRM over the past 

55 years. Celebrate by 

ordering your own 

copy to learn interest-

ing facts about your 

NEBRASKA SECTION GOALS 
 

The Nebraska Section–Society for Range Management has the following established goals: 

to properly take care of the basic rangeland resources of soil, plants and water; 
to develop an understanding of range ecosystems and principles applicable to the management of 

range resources; 
to assist all who work with range resources to keep abreast of new findings and techniques in the 

science and art of range management; 
to improve the effectiveness of range management, to obtain from range resources the products and 

values necessary for man's welfare; 
to create a public appreciation of the economic and social benefits to be obtained from the range 

environment, and;  

to promote professional development of its members. 
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Up Coming 

Eventsé... 

 

State Range Judging 

Sept. 30, 2009  

Keith County area  

 

Nebraska Section  

Annual Meeting  

October 20-22 

Sidney, NE  

 

4th National  

Conference on  

Grazing Lands  

December 13-16, 2009 

Sparks, Nevada 

WHAT ARE 

YOUR IDEAS 
 

Comments about the 

newsletter are appreci-

ated and maybe sent to 

the newsletter editor at 

jamies.photography@

yahoo.com 

New ideas, opinions, 

and comments are wel-

come and helpful.  

http://www.ianr.unl.edu/srm
http://www.ianr.unl.edu/srm/SRM_History_order_form_08.jpg
mailto:jamies.photography@yahoo.com
mailto:jamies.photography@yahoo.com


 Those interested in 

range judging and how it 

enhances the understand-

ing of rangeland resources 

can now mark their 2009 

calendars. The following 

contests are open to youth 

as well as adults, with 

categories and awards 

based on age and level of 

experience. If you are not 

inclined to test your con-

test skills, then consider 

volunteering to help con-

duct at least one of the 

contests listed. A good 

reference for contest 

preparation is the 

―Range Judging Hand-

book and Contest Guide 

for Nebraska‖ (EC150). 

It is available through 

University of Nebraska 

Cooperative Extension.  

AREA   DATE      COUNTY CONTACT PERSON     TELEPHONE # 

  1 Sept. 15 Deuel  Kristin Miller (308) 254-4507 ext 3 

  2    Sept. 22 Cherry  Jody Soester (402) 376-1850 

  3 Sept. 23 Harlan  Jo Siel  (308) 928-2182 

  4 Sept. 10 Dawson Marcia Lee (308) 385-6282 

  5 Sept. 17 Butler Scott Willet (402) 367-0510 

  6 Sept. 24 Pawnee  Jane Kuhl (402) 335-3325 

State Sept.  30 Keith Doug Anderson (308) 284-6051    

Old West   Oct. 4  Glendive, MT  Rebecca Wolenetz     (406) 775-6355 

 The State and Old West Contests will have a practice site available 

the day before the contest date shown. Contact the local representative 

for more information about a particular contest. Contact range judging 

committee chair, Bill Carhart, with other range judging questions or com-

ments at (308) 535-8080. 

2009 Range Judging Contest Schedule 
 ~ Bill Carhart 

DO YOU KNOW WHAT HAPPENED IN THE NEBRASKA SECTIONééé. 
 ~ Jeff Nichols 
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Halsey. The overall top 

camper was Nick Horn of 

Red Cloud.  The second place 

camper and also the top first 

year camper was Jessica 

Milby of Fullerton. 

Ten Years Ago (1999)  

 The Nebraska Section 

officers were: Terry Enfield, 

President; Bob Masters, 

President Elect; Daryl Cisney, 

Past President, Bob Spentall, 

Secretary/Treasurer; Sherry 

Connot, Newsletter Editor; 

Lora O’Rourke and Walt 

Schacht were Council mem-

bers. 

 The fourth Nebraska Sec-

tion SRM Family Camp was 

held at the Rock Creek State 

Recreation Area near Parks, 

Nebraska.  Participants 

learned about the rangeland 

resource and several of the 

other interesting attributes of 

the area.  Scott Willet and 

Mary Schrader co-chaired the 

event. 

 The University of Ne-

braska at Lincoln began offer-

ing the new Grazing Live-

stock Systems major in the 

fall of 1999.  The major inte-

grates the areas of animal 

science, agricultural econom-

ics, and forage and range 

management. 

 The 36th annual Range 

Youth Camp was held June 

21-25.  Mira Hipke from Stu-

art was the top first year 

camper.  Patrick Peterson 

from Gordon was the top re-

turning camper. 

Twenty Years Ago (1989) 

     The Nebraska Section offi-

cers were: Sid Salzman, 

President; Jack Maddux, 

President Elect;  Susan Oldfa-

ther (Shuckert), Past Presi-

dent; Daryl Cisney, Secretary

-Treasurer; Mary Raymer 

(Reece), Newsletter Editor; 

Catherine Mills and Milton 

King were Council members. 

      Plans were being made 

for the Nebraska Section’s 

annual meeting to be held in 

Grand Island.  The theme of 

the meeting was ―Surviving 

Prosperity‖, with a program 

oriented toward the feeding 

and breeding of cow herds. 

     The second annual Ne-

braska Leafy Spurge Confer-

ence, workshop and tour was 

held at O’Neill, Nebraska.  

Around 200 people were in 

attendance.  State Senator, 

Merton L. ―Cap‖ Dierks of 

Ewing reported that LB49 

recently passed.  It placed 

Five Years Ago (2004) 

 The Nebraska Section 

officers were: Scott Willet, 

President; Teri Edeal, Past 

President; Al Steuter, Presi-

dent Elect; Leslie Stewart-

Phelps, Secretary/Treasurer; 

Sherry Connot, Newsletter 

Editor; Chuck Butterfield and 

Jerry Volesky were Council 

members. 

 The Nebraska Section’s 

summer tour was held at the 

Nebraska National Forest-

Bessey Unit near Halsey.  

Ponderosa pine thinning and 

eastern red cedar control ef-

forts were observed along 

with the results of a pre-

scribed burn conducted that 

spring.  The highlight of the 

meeting was the dedication of 

the Don Cox memorial grass 

display on the east wall of the 

4-H lodge ballroom.  A large 

group was in attendance in-

cluding many of Don’s fam-

ily. 

 The Nebraska Grazing 

Conference was held in Kear-

ney where around 180 people 

attended. 

 The Nebraska Section’s 

41st annual Range Youth 

Camp was held June 14-18 at 

the NE State 4-H Camp near 

responsibility for noxious weed 

control first with the landowner, 

second with the County, and 

finally with the State’s Attorney 

General.  Part of the law makes 

transferring a product contain-

ing noxious weeds a class four 

misdemeanor. 

Forty Years Ago (1969) 

     The Nebraska Section Offi-

cers were: Jerry Garner, Presi-

dent; Harlan DeGarmo  Presi-

dent Elect; Leonard Thye,  Sec-

retary-Treasurer; Mick Helberg, 

Newsletter Editor; Glen Buck, 

Phil Rickey and Warren Peden 

were council members. 

     The Nebraska Section meet-

ing was to be held in Thedford.  

A tour of the Byron Eatinger, 

Bob Miles and Marian Lee 

Ranches was the highlight of 

the day.  These were some of 

the early users of sprinkler irri-

gation systems in the area.  Par-

ticipants were to bring their 

own sack lunch.  A registration 

fee of $2.00 got you into the 

evening meeting and $3.00 

bought your meal consisting of 

a New York strip steak.  The 

featured speaker for the evening 

was Dr. Jerry Tomanek from 

Fort Hays State University in 

Kanasas. 



Membership Report~ Kristen Miller  
 I recently heard about one of the best-kept secrets within the Society.  Did you know 
that if you recently graduated from college, you are eligible for an Apprentice Membership 
for 5 years from your graduation date?  Itôs true.  And this means membership at a savings 
to you; just $65 instead of $85!  There is not a box to check on the membership form to re-
ceive this Apprentice Membership, so you can do one of 2 things, either write ñApprenticeò 
on the form that gets mailed to Denver, or call the Denver office when you go to renew your 
membership. 
 The following memberships will expire before October 1:  Chuck Butterfield, Teri Edeal, 
Matthew Giovanni, Austin Horn, Stephanie King, Casey Lancaster, Jennifer Nixon, John 
Ortmann, Robert Ravenscroft, Paul Schroeder, Marla Shelbourn, Nick Simonson, Jonathan 
Soper, Mitchell Stephenson, Norma VanNostrand, and Ron Weedon. 
 Please remember that there is no longer a 30 day grace period once your membership 
expires.  Publications will not be sent once your membership is lapsed.  You can renew your 
membership online through the SRM website.  The Denver office is once again sending one 
membership renewal by mail, and a reminder by email.  If you have a current email address, 
you should receive a reminder with a link in it directly to the membership page. 
 Also, if you move or change your email address, be sure to notify the Denver office of 
those changes.  You can make these changes through the website too.  As we become 
more and more ñelectronicò, a valid email address is crucial to receiving the most current 
information from SRM. 
 Thanks to each of you for your continued effort to spread the word about the values of 
being an SRM member! 

 The deadline is nearing 

for the 2009 Nebraska Sec-

tion SRM scholarship.  

This year’s deadline will 

be later than in the past due 

to the timing of the meet-

ing.  The scholarship com-

mittee will take applica-

tions until October 3rd, 

2009.  The scholarship 

amount has also increased 

to $1,000 for each scholar-

ship awarded.  We will be 

awarding two scholarships 

at this year’s annual meet-

ing in Sidney.  In addition 

to the financial benefit, the 

recipients will also receive 

the name recognition and 

help bolster their resume.  

Although marketing may 

not be a required course, 

name or brand recognition 

is one of the most impor-

tant elements in a market-

ing campaign.  When you 

are applying for jobs, you 

realize that you are market-

ing your experience, skills, 

and other attributes to po-

tential employers.  The 

application should not be 

too time consuming and is 

available on the NE Sec-

tion website 

www.ianr.unl.edu/srm/ , 

from your school’s Range 

Management department, 

or the scholarship commit-

tee.  If you have any ques-

tions, please feel free to 

c o n t a c t  m e  a t  

nsimonson10@hotmail 

.com, or by phone at  

(308) 325-9850. 

Pertinent information: 

 To qualify, the college 

or university must offer a 

major or option in Range 

Management or Range Sci-

ence, or have a Range 

Plant ID Team or Range 

Management Club recog-

nized by the Nebraska Sec-

tion of the SRM.   

 All undergraduates, 

except freshmen, may  

apply.   

 Applications must be 

completed and submitted 

with the following: appli-

cation form, official grade 

transcript (or photocopy of 

official grade reports), a 

list of classes to be taken 

during the next academic 

year, a one-page resume, 

and two letters of reference 

sent directly to the scholar-

ship committee chairper-

son.   

 The resume should 

include the applicant's 

background, where he/she 

is attending school, educa-

tional program objectives, 

career plans, and why the 

applicant feels he/she 

should receive the scholar-

ship. 

  

Members of the  

scholarship committee: 

Nick Simonson 

Casey Lancaster 

Rob Mitchell 

2009 Scholarship Opportunity~ Nick Simonson, Chairman 

Page 4 NEBRASKA SRM NEWSLETTER  

 This year, the Council 

decided to change the Council 

election process from a paper to 

an electronic ballot.  The Inter-

national office in Denver has a 

subscription to a program 

called ―Survey Monkey‖ and 

has agreed to set up a ballot for 

us. 

 When the ballot is 

ready, each member will re-

ceive a Range Flash from Kris-

tin Miller which will have the 

candidate biographies and a 

quick link to the Survey Mon-

key ballot.  The ballot will only 

be available for a limited time, 

which will be stated in the 

Range Flash.  To ensure that 

your voice is heard, vote soon 

after you receive the Range 

Flash.  Be apart of Nebraska 

Section history. 

 Survey Monkey does 

not limit each member to one 

vote but the Council does ex-

pect each member to follow 

this rule. 

Nebraska Section 

Elections 
~ Dave Cook, 

Nominations Chair 

CSC News  
 Chadron State College Ag 

Club kicked off the year with a 

welcome back/ welcome to 

Chadron BBQ in the park. Al-

though there was low atten-

dance at this meeting they are 

looking forward to a rewarding 

year. Chadron State College has 

many incoming range majors 

this year and is very excited to 

see the numbers of students 

interested in range keep climb-

ing.  

 Members are looking for-

ward the attending the NE SRM 

meeting in October.  

http://www.ianr.unl.edu/srm/
mailto:nsimonson10@hotmail.com
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RANGE CAMP 2009 ð THE 46TH NEBRASKA RANGE YOUTH CAMP 
 ~Submitted by Shelly Arendt, Camp Co-Director 

part of the week.   Daryl and Cindy served as 

Co-Directors for the Camp. 

 The financial support of sponsoring ranches 

is an essential part of the Camp’s Success.  

Many of these ranches have been supporting 

this program through ranch crew sponsorship 

for more than 35 years.  The 2009 sponsoring 

ranches included Adkinson Inc - Boyd & 

Shirley Adkinson of Benkelman; Diamond Bar 

Ranch Co - Virginia, Robert, Suzanne Jones 

and family of Stapleton; Enfield Ranch - Terry 

Enfield Family of Arthur; Kelly Ranch LLC – 

Mike and Family of Sutherland; KM Grain and 

Livestock – Miller Family of Sidney; Reed 

Hamilton Ranch Inc - Hamilton Family of 

Thedford; Maddux Cattle Company - Jack & 

Carol of Wauneta; Salzman Cattle Company - 

Sid and Family of Ainsworth; the Lazy L B 

Ranch - Gary Greder of North Platte; and the 

Neal Hansen Ranch of Sidney. 

 Additionally 9 professionals supported the 

Camp through leading tours and providing 

presentations on range related information.   

The professionals included Agricultural Educa-

tion Instructors, Chadron State College, Uni-

versity of Nebraska at Lincoln, UNL West 

Central Research and Extension Center, Natu-

ral Resources Conservation Service, US Forest 

Service, and the Rodocker Ranch. 

 We provide the top ranch crew or team 

awards annually.  This year’s winning ranch 

crew was KM Grain and Livestock.  The crew 

boss or team leader was Brad Carlson. 

 The top individuals are scored on plant 

identification, range site identification, ranch 

planning, a comprehensive range exam, note-

books and attitudes.  These Campers are of-

fered the opportunity to represent Nebraska at 

the International SRM Meeting by competing 

in a range related presentation contest at our 

Annual Nebraska Section SRM Meeting. 

 Our Overall Top Camper was Kent Frickel 

from Atkinson.  Kent will be a senior at Rock 

County High School.  Our second place 

camper was Johnny Ference from Ord. Our 

Top First year Camper who placed fourth 

overall was Christie Schauer from North 

Loup.  Our Runner up First Year Camper was 

Clint Bentley from Miller.  The top first year 

campers received belt buckles that include the 

SRM medallion.  The top returning Camper 

received a plaque that includes the ranch 

sponsors brands and medallions. 

 Other top individuals are listed below 

(listed in order of individual placing): Kris 

Hornickel, Ord; Chelsea Fullerton, Cody; 

Taylor Hornickel, Ord; Calen Weidner, Cul-

bertson; Caitlen Hupp, Albion; Tyler Nielson, 

Ellsworth; and Colton Hoover, Ashby.  First 

Year Campers received the Weeds of the 

Great Plains book.  Returning campers re-

ceived the Weeds of the West. 

 Other individual awards included Taylor 

Hornickel and Kent Frickel in Plant Identifi-

cation.  Christie Schauer and Kent Frickel 

won the Range Site Identification award.  

Christie Schauer and Kris Hornickel were 

awarded books for their efforts in the compre-

hensive exam that covers all speakers 

throughout the week. 

 Financial support for this year’s camp in-

cludes new support from Virginia Smith 

Charitable Trust.  The Sandhills Task Force 

continues to be an invaluable sponsor and 

supporter of our Camp.  The Nebraska Graz-

ing Coalition has returned as a sponsor of this 

Camp in 2009. 

 The staff or Crew Bosses unanimously 

decided to offer the opportunity to represent 

the Nebraska Section at the Denver, Colorado 

International SRM Meeting to all Campers.  

We had another year of outstanding young 

people; our future in natural resources contin-

ues to be bright! 

 This is one of the Nebraska Section’s most 

important activities that are held every year.  

Continued success is dependent upon the 

continued involvement of Section Members, 

Nebraska Ranches, and other professionals 

and organizations that support the activity.  

The 2010 Camp is scheduled for June  2009.  

This will be our 47th Range Youth Camp.  

Additional information on Range Camp is 

available by contacting current Co-Directors  

Shelly Arendt and Cindy Tusler. 

 Thirty-two campers and nine adults spent 

June 8 – 12, 2009 at the Nebraska State 4-H 

Camp, located in the Nebraska National Forest 

near Halsey, Nebraska 

 The Nebraska Section’s 46th Annual Range 

Youth Camp was held June 8 - 12, 2009 at the 

Nebraska State 4-H Camp, located in the Ne-

braska National Forest near Halsey, Nebraska.  

The Camp was intended to be a blend of edu-

cational and recreational activities, with the 

primary emphasis being on Range, Livestock 

and Ranch Management.  Each Camper re-

ceives a notebook of reference materials as 

well as priceless experience coming from 

both, the classroom and the field.  Thirty-two 

high school students from across Nebraska 

participated in this weeklong educational ac-

tivity.   

 This premier Section Activity is successful 

because of the long-term support we have had 

from professionals involved in rangeland man-

agement. 

 Nine adults contributed a week of their time 

to be crew leaders and Camp support for the 

week.  Crew Bosses included: Rick Arnold, 

Forest Service; Daryl Cisney, Board of Educa-

tional Lands and Funds; Justin Lemmer, Twin 

Platte NRD Range Technician; Cindy Tusler, 

Sheridan County Extension; Shelly Arendt, 

Briana Brooks, Brad Carlson, Dave Cook, and 

Jeff Nichols all of the Natural Resources Con-

servation Service (NRCS).  Mary Reece, and 

Kristin Miller, both of the NRCS, also assisted 

Top first year campers - Back Row L-R; Nick Rempe - 10th, 

Stephanie Steele - 9th, Zane Petersen - 8th, Colton Hoover - 

7th, Tyler Nielsen - 6th.  Front Row L-R; Caitlen Hupp - 5th, 
Calen Weidner - 4th, Taylor Hornickel - 3rd, Clint Bentley - 

2nd, Christie Schauer - 1st  
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Top returners: Back Row L-R; Brittany 

Andersen - 7th, Ed Hebbert - 6th, Daniel 

Safarik - 5th, Chelsea Fullerton - 
4th.  Front Row; Kris Hornickel - 3rd, 

Johnny Ference - 2nd, Kent Frickel - 1st.  

Top crew - Brand KM - L-R 

Hayley Clark, Brad Carlson - Crew 

Boss, Johnny Ference, Morgan 

Pelster, Cody Meyer, Tyler Nielsen 



serves as the Nebraska rep-

resentative of the national 

Grazing Lands Conser-

vaation Initiative. 

 Raised on a four-

generation Nebraska San-

dhills cow-calf ranch, 

Hunter grew up with strong 

conservation values. Her 

professional background 

includes working as Mar-

keting Director for Pinnacle 

Bank, and most recently as 

Account Director for 

Pickering Creative Group in 

Lincoln. Hunter earned her 

 Nebraska Grazing Lands 

Coalition recently con-

tracted Marcy Hunter as the 

NGLC coordinator. In this 

role, Hunter will be imple-

menting workshops and 

tours across the state, han-

dling grant fulfillment, and 

conducting communications 

and public awareness for 

the organization as part of 

her job responsibilities. She 

also oversees the Cowboy 

Logic Stewardship Network 

and the NGLC Rangeland 

Monitoring Program, and 

BA from the University of 

Nebraska Lincoln in Jour-

nalism and Mass Communi-

cations. 

 ―We, as Nebraskans, are 

very fortunate to have such 

a valuable and diverse natu-

ral resource in our own 

backyard," said Hunter. "It 

is vital to educate and cre-

ate awareness of the Ne-

braska Grazing lands in an 

effort to conserve, preserve 

and optimize these abun-

dant resources for genera-

tions to come.‖ Marcy Hunter 

Sandhills native new coordinator for Nebraska  

Grazing Lands Coalition 

S.D., will serve as NGLC 

Range Tech East, providing on-

site grazing land assistance and 

development of a monitoring 

plan for ranchers and landown-

ers on the eastern side of Ne-

braska.  

 Kort Kemp of Hay Center, 

Neb., will be the new NGLC 

Range Tech West for the west-

ern half of the state, offering 

the same services to grazing 

lands owners interested in 

measuring change and making 

improvements on their lands. 

 Frick was born and raised 

on farm north of Yankton 

where his family has a cow-calf 

operation. He attended college 

at North Dakota State Univer-

sity and attained a bachelor’s 

degree in range science. After 

college Frick worked for the 

Eastern Nevada Landscape 

 The Nebraska Grazing 

Lands Coalition announced it 

has contracted with two range 

technicians to implement the 

new NGLC Rangeland Moni-

toring Program. 

 Justin Frick of Yankton, 

NE Grazing Lands Coalition contracts Frick, Kemp as Range Techs 
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Justin Frick 

Kort Kemp 

Coalition where he was a vege-

tative field technician in the 

rangelands of eastern Nevada, 

and also was employed at a 

local farm and feedlot. 

 Kemp grew up on a third-

generation cow-calf operation 

north of Curtis, Neb. Previ-

ously, he worked as a Soil Con-

servationist for the Natural Re-

sources Conservation Service in 

Grant, Neb., and as a Range 

Technician for the Bureau of 

Land Management in Alturas, 

Calif. Kemp is a graduate of the 

University of Nebraska with a 

bachelor’s degree in Livestock 

Grazing Systems.  

 Frick can be contacted at 

605-661-7045 or 

justin@nebraskagrazinglands.or

g and Kemp can be reached at 

308-362-7333 or 

kort@nebraskagrazinglands.org 

Rangeland Monitoring 

Program 
New range technicians offer on-

site assistance, kit for only $25 

 The Nebraska Grazing Lands 

Coalition announces the launch of 

its Rangeland Monitoring Program 

and has contracted with two new 

Rangeland Technicians to imple-

ment on-site technical monitoring 

assistance. 

 Funded by the Nebraska Envi-

 To enroll in the NGLC Range-

land Monitoring Program, contact 

NGLC Coordinator Marcy Hunter 

at 402-465-4304 or 
marcy@nebraskagrazinglands.org 

ronmental Trust and the USDA 

Natural Resources Conservation 

Service of Nebraska, the new 

NGLC Rangeland Monitoring 

Program provides assistance to 

landowners and managers in 

identifying grazing management 

goals and implementing a moni-

toring system to measure change. 

The program is available across 

the state on a first-come, first-

serve basis for a low cost of only 

$25. Participants will receive an 

initial on-site consultation and 

training session with an NGLC 

Rangeland Technician who will 

provide assistance in identifying a 

monitoring plan, establishing one 

monitoring site and collecting 

samples. They will also receive a 

monitoring kit valued at over 

$175 consisting of grass shears, 

and a scale, tape measure, clip-

ping frame and more. 

 As part of enrollment, partici-

pants will agree to share their 

knowledge and experience — and 

help the program grow — by com-

mitting to help one additional 

rancher or landowner in their region 

set up a similar monitoring program. 

The program is limited to 100 par-

ticipants statewide, and is expected 

to fill up fast, according to Larsen. 

 To sign up for the program, con-

tact NGLC Coordinator Marcy 

H u n t e r  a t 

marcy@nebraskagrazinglands.org or 

402.613.9144. 
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